ANIMISM
Perhaps the foregoing meagre outline of a large subject, the manifold details of which those who care to pursue it can fill in with the help of the books named at foot, may suggest how the spiritual history of man, as a record of unbroken continuity and slow development, falls into line with the general doctrine of Evolution, which excludes nothing from its purview and province.
The fundamental identity of the animal and human psychology refutes, once and for all, the old theories which assume the religious faculty to be a special endowment of man. We trace its elements in embryo in the lower organisms, and explain why a faculty in which the emotions are dominant has undergone such little essential change that what is called Animism remains the distinctive feature of the highest religions. " Sentiment/3 says Gustave le Bon, " has never been vanquished in its eternal conflict with reason," and that which appeals to the hopes and passions of mankind secures a hearing denied to that which makes demand on intellectual effort, with the possible result of abandonment of cherished beliefs. We retain in our bodies vestiges of our descent from lower life-forms, some of these rudimentary structures Q6